Sky-tinted Waters (A Suite for Handbells) Cathy Moklebust CGB395
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Composer’s Notes

In the language of the Dakota Sioux, “Minnesota” means “sky-tinted water.” Sky-tinted Waters,]
handbells inspired by the beauty and serenity of the lakes throughout the state of Minnesota. The
movement, “Canoeing on West Bearskin Lake,” is a memoir of two summers when my fam1ly and
vacationed in the Arrowhead region of northern Minnesota, north of the town of Grand
Gunflint Trail, in a small log cabin belonging to some friends of ours. Dense woods, roc
wildlife surround the quiet, crystal-clear lake. The music paints a picture of that peaceful,
place.

The second movement, “Ice Fishing on Mille Lacs,” is subtitled “Sven a
jokes and stories about Ole, Lena, and Sven originate in the upper Mi
many Scandinavian immigrants settled. Mille Lacs (French for “mi fway between the Twin
Cities (Minneapolis/Saint Paul) and Grand Rapids, is a very large la e capital,” and is
famous for ice fishing. The music is delightfully comic, as it , Sven and Ole,
venturing out on the lake, drilling their fishing hole, waiti i ing their supper out
of the ice-cold water. Choose two members of your hand nd Ole — plaid ear-flap
caps (a la “Grumpy Old Men”) and Scandinavian accents ! e: you may have to
translate the vernacular to non-Minnesotan audiences!)

Along the north shore of Lake Superior, old ligh inder of the more dangerous aspects of the

great lake called “Gitche Gumee.” This sailor song, and is a tribute to the
countless lives lost on the perilous lak the sounds of the opening movement,

of settings.

Cathy Moklebust
September 2003
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Commissioned by Strikepoint, Duluth, Minnesota, Bill Alexander, director, 3
in honor of Minnesota’s natural beauty and serenity

Sky-tinted Waters
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*If desired and avalilable, a different set of bells with contrasting timbre may be used to play the melody notes

through m. 26.
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*If desired and available, a different set of bells with contrasting timbre
may be used to play the melody notes.
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8 II. Ice Fishing on Mille Lacs
(or Sven and Ole’s Day Out)

1l. Winter Frolics
Jaunty (J =84)
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*Staccato notes may be played with mallets on the padded table.
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III. Along the North Shore of Lake Superior
111. Song of the Lighthouse
Gently lilting (J. = 54)
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5 and 6 octave choirs double top note 8va 15
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(continue random malleting
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Offering a wide variety of handbell music from level 1 to level 5
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