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Composer’s Notes 
 
 

I had the pleasure of staying in the home of John and Pat Harvey on a choir tour.  Both of their 
grown daughters, Mindy Fullerton and Marcy Olhausen, were members of the Renaissance 
Ringers, which I direct.  We were all shocked when John was taken quickly by a heart attack. 
 
This work is written in celebration of John’s life, most obviously with the inclusion of “Taps” 
at measure 59.  Great care should be taken to bring out this melody, and not allow it to be 
obscured by malleted bells or the Amazing Grace melody.  The G2 bell represents John’s bass 
voice.  John enjoyed the West, so in the last stanza (beginning with measure 73) I have tried to 
include a canyon echo effect. 
 
The final four measures represent eternity.  The A6 and B6 in the last two measures are bells 
rung by his daughter, Mindy, in Renaissance Ringers.  The final four measures should be 
extremely long, with the last being the longest. 
 
 

—  H. Dean Wagner 
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3 octave choirs omit notes in ( ); 4 octave choirs omit notes in [ ];
5 octave choirs omit notes in < >; 6 octave choirs omit notes in { }.
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Amazing Grace
Commissioned in celebration of the life of Brigadier General John F. Harvey, USAF Reserve, by his wife, Pat
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*Notes on measure 58, beat 3, through the first 3 beats of measure 72:  Mallet the measure 59 chord randomly with soft mallets
until the downbeat of measure 72 (or omit all malleted notes if desired).  “Taps” melody doubled both handchimes and handbells at
written pitch, i.e., beginning with D4.  This entire section may be omitted from the work if desired.
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