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L3+ 3, 4 or 5 octaves handbells 

with optional percussion, marimba, and voices (SATB, SSA or unison)
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Performance Options

1.  Omit singing section (including beats 3 & 4, m. 43) and move directly to m. 64 percussion break,
play to end.

2.  Omit percussion break, moving from m. 63, beat 2 to m. 85, beat 3.

3.  Play percussion break without marimba.  Mm. 64-84 are notated as a suggested part;
percussionists are encouraged to improvise parts around the suggested rhythmic feeling.  This
section might also be lengthened at the discretion of the director.

4.  Omit both singing and percussion break sections, moving from m. 43, beat 4 to m. 86.

5.  Play as written.
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African American spiritual
Setting by Hart Morris

KUM BA YAH

(Kum ba Yah)
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optional

optional

Handbells used: 37, (45), (57 + D8)
3, 4, or 5 octaves

(All staccato notes are played with mallets)

A full score is available, code CGB262.  It contains a reproducible choir part (SATB, SSA or unison).
A set of reproducible parts for percussion and marimba is available, code CGRP5.
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5 & 6 oct. choirs double melody 8va to m. 101, beat 1.
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Email:  
choristers@choristersguild.org

Web site: 
www.choristersguild.org

 Search our online catalog for help with your handbell needs:
www.choristersguild.org/catalog

Choristers Guild 
Offering a wide variety of handbell music from level 1 to level 5

Music for:
• Handbells

• Handchimes
• Combined handbell and

handchime choirs
• Handbells and keyboard
• Handbells and choir
• Handbells and
congregation

• Handbells and strings
• Handbells and woodwinds

• Handbells and percussion
• Handbells and brass

• Music for massed ringing
spanning 2-5 octaves
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