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A Christmas Introit and Processional describes a journey
— a journey from darkness to light
— a journey of people who, living in spiritual darkness, seek and find a great light.

The journey begins in a darkened sanctuary when randomly ringing D handbells are heard accom-
panying the choir and bell ringers processing until they surround the congregation. After coming to
astop, one voice begins singing O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, followed by Of the Father’s Love Begotten.
This cry for deliverance gradually spreads to each member of the choir.

singing Angels We Have Heard on High. The journey reaches a joyous conck
and organ joining the choir and handbells on Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful.
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A Christmas Introit and Processional
From Darkness to Light

Michael Jothen Michael Jothen
(Based on Isaiah 9:2b-6)

#1 The journey begins with the random ringing of D handbells.

As bell ringers and choir members (interspersed) process into an u
lighted sanctuary, ringers and choir members position themselves standing
in the aisles, surrounding the congregation. The D handbells continue
their random ringing.

#2 Individual choir members begin at random entrances to sing (atthe N
individual tempos and volume levels) the melodies,O Come, @ Cor
Emmanuel and Of the Father’s Love Begotten. Each singer continues to
sing and repeat these melodies, taking care to remainfindependent and
apart from other singers.
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Music incorporates hymn tunes Veni, Emmanuel (15th cent. French); Divinum Mysterium (13th cent. plainsong); Gloria (Traditional
French tune); and Adeste Fideles (attr. John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786)

Textincorporates hymns,“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (18th century German, tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt); “Of the Father's
Love Begotten” (Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413, tr. composite); “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Traditional
French, tr. Crown of Jesus, 1862); and “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” (attr. John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786)

Scripture text is from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952, 1971 by Division of Christian Education,
National Council of Churches, and is used by permission.

Copyright © 1991 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction in any portion or form prohibited without publisher's permission
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#6 As the narrator continues, a small group of sopranos (4-6) begin to sing
“Gloria” in unison, while slowly processing down the center aisle toward
the front of the sanctuary. As each choirmember is passed by the proces-
sion, they switch from their independent singing to join in singing the
unison “Gloria.”

(Narrator)

and the government will be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no e
upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establi
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from t
and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

#7 f hosts will do this,” the

unison) the two measure
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# Immediately following the “in excelsis deo,” the choir and handbells begin

to process toward the front of the sanctuary while singing, Angels We
Have Heard on High. The processional should be completed and the
lights should be at full power with the arrival at the transition to Oh, Come,
All Ye Faithful (#9).
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*Bells to play in available octaves as desired.

CGA-545



#10 Following the fermata, the movementfrom Darkness to Lightconcludes with the congregation and choirs
joining in the singing of Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful.

Optional Descant (for stanza 3)
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*Bells to strike final chord together
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A Christmas Introit and Processional
From Darkness to Light

Toward the end of the piece, the congregation is invited to join in singi
Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful. The congregation begins with the organ.

Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of angels:

Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ th

The highest, most holy Light of Lig
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the father now in flesh

Oh, come, let us adore
Oh, come, let us adore

Sing, choirs of an
Sing, all ye citize

e 2r, now in flesh appearing:
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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