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SCENE ONE

Time: The 1920’s. On a small side stage, a spotlight focuses on city street corner, a box for the preacher to stand
on, and a lamp post. Optional SFX (sound effects): Street sounds — cars and buses, street car trolleys, etc. If
desired, a Salvation Army mission band plays “Onward Christian Soldiers” (not too well), or it may be glayed on
the piano or other keyboard. The Preacher enters and stands on a box, inviting a passing public to gat
and listen. Most passers-by look skeptically at the Preacher and leave, but a few stay to listen. The P
lines are delivered in a feverish preaching style with key words delivered in an elongated, tremoging tone.

PREACHER

Gather ’round! I tell you — step right up and hear the Word of the Lord! (Waving the flo
repent! (Invites more to gather.) Step right up, brothers and sisters, hallelujah!

A small crowd gathers; music fades and continues under dialogue.

Wouldn’t any among you who owned a hundred sheep and lost one o
go after the one who is lost until he finds it?

(to a passing pair)

Join us, brothers and sisters.

And when he found the one which was lost, he will put it 0 and as soon as he
gets home, he will call his friends together, “Come i ill§s2y, “for I have found
that sheep of mine which was lost.

I tell you, my friends, it is the same in heaven! There j ne sinfier whose heart is changed

than over the ninety and nine who have no need of repen

groaning.

CROWD (solo voices or all)

PREACHER
(more calmly) OK, OK. Let me put it to you another way.

Lights fade on side stage.

(Dramatic, looking off in the distance) There once was a man who had two sons, (fading) and the younger of
them said to his father . . .

Street corner crowd exits. The Preacher exits as Scene Two begins the portrayal of the prodigal son story.
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SCENE TWO

As music for Song 1 begins, the lights come up on a busy newsroom of a large metropolitan newspaper. Set
background: city skyscrapers. Optional SFX: press room typing, teletype, presses running, phones ringing.
If desired, each group (reporters, editors, photographers) may enter just prior to their vocal entrance.

1. Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
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