The Language of Music
for Children - Set III

by Nan Grantham

Introducing music on the printed page can be fun. Set III of The
presents supplementary activities and methods to introduce m

Children
activi-

Children learn through repetition. Repetition may
not just through drill.

, melody, harmony, form, tone, expres-

sion, and the printed page. At 8 cut-off section of instructions for the

Pages 43 and 44 offer a set ] ic symbols or terms on one side of the page
ll, they may be laminated, cut apart, and used as

2 two complete sets of worksheets and write correct answers
ot. Laminate each of those pages back-to-back with its unworked counter-

. Later, the student’s work may be easily erased and the booklet used again. You may
e clear plastic envelopes instead of laminating the pages.

You will diScover many other creative ways in which to present musical materials to young
people. In the meantime, I hope this series has been helpful in stirring your imagination.

. . . Nan Grantham



RHYTHM - Worksheet 1

Read the following picture-rhythms. As you read, tap each picture. Keep a steady beat, as if you were walking.
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walk walk walk walk walkk walk walk walk walk w

Read the following picture-rhythms. As you read, tap each picture. Notice that one “walk
two “run-ning” taps.
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walk  run-ning walk walk  walk  run-ni run-ning  walk
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Read the following picture-rhythms. As you read, tap each picture.\N@tice that alk” in each group has been changed to

four “set-a-rec-ord” taps.

alk  set-a-rec-ord walk | walk walk  set-a-rec-ord walk

/

walk

:

(Teacher’s instructions may be cut from student’s page)

1. Make flashcards of the picture-rhythms to use with the students.
2. Divide class and let half clap the steady beat while the other half claps the flashcards.
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RHYTHM - Worksheet 2

Here are new picture-rhythms for you to read and tap. The steady beat word is “pie.” The fruit will tell the number
of pieces in the pie.

OO0OQDO
QO QOLG
LR

In order to use many different words, we will use a code for o

one-sound words two- S four-sound words

As: (1) Maine As: Mis-sis-sip-pi
(2) Bush Ei-sen-how-er
(3) snow Jan-u-ar-y
(4) rose hon-ey-suc-kle
Clap and say each of the rh ords each time. You may think of other word-rhythms to use.

Teacher’s Instructions:

Help students tap steady beat words with their feet while clapping different patterns with their hands.
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RHYTHM - Worksheet 10

A dot after a note is like a shadow.

A dot after a long note is longer than a dot after a short note,
just like a shadow after a tall person is longer than a shadow
after a short person.

Each dot gets half as many counts as the note it follows.
J. S because o

J. =1 1/2  because o

Counting dotted notes is like tying the dot onto the note:

Dotted half notes are easy to count—you just say “one, two, thrég Dot er. Here are some flash cards to

help you. One set has the counts marked. The other set does not.

1 2 3 4 & 3 4
Set 1 (J) (2 3) 4) ﬁ j (J)
one one  one

(1) 2 3)

s o )

one one- DOT and

o e o
¢ s d O

1. In using rhythm flash cards with the children, develop the habit of reciting and/or clapping through each card two
times, keeping a steady pulse. This enables you to repeat a card a third or fourth time if the response is incorrect, or to
move on to the next card without ever stopping the beat.

2. As indicated by the type, have the children shout the “DOT.” This emphasizes holding on to it and squeezing or
lengthening the note.

Teacher’s Instructions:
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MELODY - Worksheet 1

Look at each measure below. If the second note moves up, draw an arrow pointing up. If it moves down, draw an arrow pointing

down. If it stays on the same line or space, draw an arrow on its side.
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Teacher’s Instructions:

For two teams with the children. Give each team a piece of chalk. Draw examples like the ones above on the chalkboard,

one at a time. The first team to send a member to the board and draw the correct arrow earns a point for the team. Use the
measures above the ledger lines as an opportunity to tell the children that lines and spaces can be added to allow notes to

go higher and lower than the staff.
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MELODY - Worksheet 3 & Hysugh
(s ke 4 Wuge aghe”=h s

Teacher’s Instructions:

1. This can be played as a circle game by placing the children in a circle and letting them spell the musical alphabet with
each naming the next letter as it comes their turn around the circle.

2. Another circle game is to give each child a letter name as the game begins. Take turns pointing to various children who
respond “My name is ___ (letter) and my neighbors are ___and ___ (letters or either side).”
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MELODY - Worksheet 4

This worksheet helps you look at the location of notes on the staff —almost as if the staff were the neighborhood. Is the second
note right next door, like a neighbor? Does it skip a line or space (with a house between), or is it in the same house?

Look at the measures below and mark N for neighbors, S for skips, and R for repeats (in the same house).
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In the next measures, the first location is given. ou place the nd note in ght location?
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Use this rtunity to begin thinking about intervals. Simply begin to talk about how far away is the next note (how
many houses away?). Put some examples on the chalkboard and number them together. You may want to give children a
second copy of this worksheet and let them number the distances as:

dy oy

1L ()2 etc.
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MELODY - Worksheet 10

Every song has a home base. In the rhythm worksheets you learned about time signatures. Music also has key signatures.

The #’s and b’s at the beginning of the staff (or the absence of them) tell the key signature. The key signature shows your eyes
and your mind where “home base” is for each song. Your teacher will help you with this worksheet. As your teacher plays or
sings the illustrations below, let your listening ear help you remember home base. Just sing “loo.”

1. No #’s or b’s - Home base is “C.”
2. Find the last # on the right and go up to the next line or space for home base.
3. Find the last |, on the right and go down four lines and spaces for home base. (You ma
discovered the next-to-the-last b is home base.
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There are additional home bases, but we will not include them at this time.
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MUSIC SYMBOLS

(answers on back)

1. treble clef 17. half rest

2. bass clef

3. staff

4. bar line

5. measure

6. double bar line

7. repeat sign forte or loud

8. D.C. 24. piano or soft

9. D.S. 25. crescendo sign

26. decrescendo sign

27. fermata

at 28. slur

natural 29. tie

14 ¥9’whole note 30. sixteenth note
15. whole rest 31. sixteenth rest
16. half note 32. time signature
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MUSIC SYMBOLS

(answe rs)
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