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CGE623

2 Pronunciation and Translation
Translation 
Who can sail without wind,
Who can row without oars,
Who can part from their friend
Without shedding tears?

I can sail without wind,
I can row without oars,
But I can’t part from my friend
Without shedding tears.

Pronunciation
The approximate phonetic English is shown below each Swedish line. However, note ways that 
the actual pronunciation doesn’t align with the phonetic spelling. Vowels are more exaggerated 
than American English. Consonants are crisp and in front of the mouth. For example, t and d 
are closer to teeth than American English, but not actually dental-t and dental-d as in Spanish. 
The last syllable generally is unstressed.

Vem      kan    segla     förutan         vind?
Vɛm    kahn say-glah   fur-ew-tahn veend
[Vem    kan     se:gla   før:ʉ:tan      vind]

Vem      kan  *ro    utan      åror?
Vem     kahn - roh  ew-tahn oh-rahr
[vɛm     kan    ro    ʉ:tan    o:rɔr]

Vem      kan **skiljas ***från    vännen   sin
Vem     kahn  shil-yahs   frohn ven-nen   seen
[Vɛm    kan    ʃil:jas        fron    vɛn:ɛn    sin]

Utan        att    fälla    tårar?
ew-tahn ahtt  fel-lah toh-rahr
[ʉ:tan       at    fɛl:a    to:ɔr]

Jag     kan   segla      förutan        veend,
yahg kahn say-glah fur-ew-tahn  vind
[jag   kan   se:gla     før:ʉ:tan      vind]

Jag     kan    ro    utan      åror.
yahg kahn roo ew-tahn oh-ror
[Jag     kan   ro   ʉ:tan     o:rɔr]

Men     ej   skiljas    från   vännen  min
menn   ay  shil-yas  frohn ven-nen meen
[Mɛn    ej   ʃil:jas     fron   vɛn:ɛn   sin

Utan       att  fälla      tårar.
ew-tahn  att  fel-lah  toh-rahr
[ʉ:tan      at   fɛl:a      to:ɔr]

    *ro: r is flipped, not rolled.
 **skiljas: sk is sung as soft “sh” in front of mouth, like a combination sh and x
***från: “angel-O” is a very open “oh” sound.
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