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Notes

The staging suggestions are made from the perspective of a very young choir and are therefore very
simple (and are also optional). Depending on the age of the singers and the circumstances, feel free
to make the presentation as elaborate as your own imagination and creativity suggests.

The designation of vocal lines has been made from the perspective of a first to third grade choir,
making considerable use of the adult choir leaders to sing solo lines and, if desired, to do some
singing along with the children. With a choir of fourth to sixth graders, it is suggested that the adults
be used much more sparingly if at all.

The cast includes four or five “choir leaders” in addition to the choir: an accompanist, a director,
and two or three activity leaders — just as in a regular choir rehearsal. The “storyteller” role can be
played by one person, or can be divided among several. The activity leaders assist with the
pantomimed table activities at the beginning of the rehearsal. When the choir is seated for singing
one of the leaders tells the Christmas story and the other two sing portions of some of the choruses.

The setting is the regular weekly choir rehearsal. The choir members’ families and friends have been
invited to the rehearsal so the children can informally share with them some of the activities they
have been doing in choir, some of the music they have been learning, and enjoy refreshments and
fellowship with them after the rehearsal.

The stage is set like a rehearsal room, with three or four tables set up for activities stage left. On one
of the tables is an autoharp and a songbook or sets of autoharp cards. Art materials that have been
used to make a mural depicting events in the Christmas story are on another table. The mural (or
several smaller individual pictures depicting scenes in the story) should be made prior to the
presentation, perhaps by the children in their regular rehearsals. During the Overture, the chil
pantomime working on the mural, then hang it for a backdrop. On a third table are simple in ents
such as woodblocks, tambourines, and bells (using whatever instruments are available). On fourth
table is a large doll and simple costumes for Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the Wise Men'Qhe
children will don the costumes during the Overture.

At stage right, chairs are arranged in a semicircle, obliquely facing the audience.
choir members to sit on when it is time for the singing. (If you prefer, children
floor or on risers instead.) A single chair faces the choir chairs; when seated in it, ¥g
the choir with his or her back slightly toward the audience.

At rear center stage is a simple manger with straw scattered aroun
around the manger during the singing of the final chorus.

The Overture begins with the lights dimmed on both

enter the room and take their places — the director at the d
pantomime greeting the children as they enter the room to
enter, the lights come up full on the choir room. The ¢
activities. As the end of the Overture approaches, they
have donned the costumes mix in with those who
Wise Men together or the shepherds together.
dialogue. (See the score for the remainder o

eir seats in
ed. By
ure ends,

'childr'®n make and mail their own
the choir could write an invitation to the

congregation to be prmted in the church bulletin or newsle

— Bill F. Leach and Vicki Hancock Wright

Once Upo ight!

Vicki Hancock Wright

XIaces and pantomime greeting the children as they
Vi nd hang the mural as a backdrop.)

Bill F. Leach
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DIRECTOR:

ABOY:

A GIRL:

DIRECTOR:

STORYTELLER:

CGC34

I’'m so glad all of you could come. It’s a very special time with
your families and other friends here to share with us, see some of
the things you do in choir each week, hear some of the music
you’ve been learning, and . . .

Don’t forget the cookies and cakes and everything, (rame of
director)!

Um hm! Don’t forget that!

Oh, I won’t! You wouldn’t let me! (Name of child), did your
grandmother get to come? (Give child time to respond, then ask
one or two other children similar questions to make it as relaxed,
informal and intimate as possible.)

I hope your parents have enjoyed seeing some of the activities
you did in small groups. Now would you like to share with them
some of the Christmas music that you’ve been learning? (All
members respond)

Good! But first, I have a surprise for you. As we share the music
with your parents and friends, we will have the help of (@)
storyteller(s), who will tell the Christmas story as we sing about
it. (Name of storyteller), will you begin?

All of you know that many stories begin “Once upon & t¥
Well, the Christmas story is a very special story and mBg}
happened at night, so let’s begin it: “Once upo ight.”

the Jews,
a dusty road

toward a little town called Bethlehem. 8neQf the tfavelers w,
young woman called Mary. The sec@id was a man
named Joseph, and he was Mafys Ns fhe third tragler
had no name for he was a lit 0 h M &
For days they had travele e way from Nazareth, wich
the city where they liv; y seen man VOlETS,
too, on their journey — oing south as they and

others going eas
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