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Preface
From Singing to Ringing is a valuable resource for teaching and reinforcing some basic, yet essential, music skills need-
ed to ring handbells. Keeping a steady beat and visually tracking music from beat to beat (and measure to measure) are 
important skills that handbell ringers must accomplish to be successful. The conventional approach to aid in learning 
these two skills in a handbell setting is counting aloud by director and/or ringers. From Singing to Ringing serves the same 
purpose as counting aloud, but in a more enjoyable and engaging way.  Additionally, rhythms are easier to perform and 
internalize when sung. If they can sing it, they can ring it!

A few tips for using From Singing to Ringing

• Sing the songs before ringing to ensure that the students are familiar with the lyrics.

• 7KH�VRQJV�PD\�EH�UXQJ�RQ�KDQGEHOOV�RU�KDQGFKLPHV�RU�ERWK��,I�WKHUH�DUH�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�EHOOV�DQG�RU�FKLPHV�WR�
accommodate the size of the group, consider adding percussion instruments and/or having the students take 
turns being a “choir.”

• 7KH�¿UVW�WZR�VRQJV��Love Round and Chatter with the Angels may be taught by rote. Later, connect the singing 
and ringing to the music on the page.

• 7KH�¿UVW�WZR�VRQJV�PD\�XVH�XQWUDGLWLRQDO�DVVLJQPHQWV�ZLWK�ULQJHUV�RQO\�UHFHLYLQJ�RQH�EHOO�RU�FKLPH��%XW�LW�LV�
highly recommended that the other pieces be assigned using traditional assignments with two adjacent notes 
containing the lower note in a space for the left hand and the higher note on a line for the right hand. Traditional 
DVVLJQPHQWV�DUH��3RVLWLRQ�����&��	�'���3RVLWLRQ�����(��	�)���3RVLWLRQ�����*��	�$���3RVLWLRQ�����%��	�&���3RVL-
WLRQ�����'��	�(���3RVLWLRQ�����)��	�*���3RVLWLRQ�����$��	�%���3RVLWLRQ�����&��	�'���3RVLWLRQ�����(��	�)���3RVLWLRQ�
���*��	�$���3RVLWLRQ����%��	�&���,I�WKH�NH\�VLJQDWXUH�FRQWDLQV�VKDUSV�RU�ÀDWV��VXEVWLWXWH�WKRVH�QRWHV�IRU�WKHLU�
naturals. If only two octaves of handbells/handchimes are available, Positions 1, 2, and 11, and the A6 in Position 
10 are omitted. 

• ,I�KDQGEHOOV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�&��WR�*��RU�&���WKRVH�EHOOV�FDQ�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�GRXEOH�D�SDUW�EHORZ��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��D�ULQJHU�FRXOG�UHDG�WKH�(��DQG�)��SDUW�ZKLOH�ULQJLQJ�(��DQG�)��

 
                       – Karen Thompson
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