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Christmas favorites for 3, 4 or 5(6) octaves handbells

Strike the Harp and
Join the Chorus
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Up On the Housetop

3 octave choirs omit notes in ( ).

1

Allegro (q = c. 132-144)

Benjamin R. Hanby, 1833-1867
arr. Cathy Moklebust (ASCAP)

2 3 4

Sleigh Bells*

Handbells

4

4

4

4

4

4

3, 4, or 5 octaves
Handbells used: 22, (26*), (35)

*D7, F7, and G7 are not used in the 4 octave version.

* *

optional

*

optional

3 octaves
Optional Handchimes used: 20

mf

f

TD
R

*Optional percussion instruments needed are claves, sleigh bells, slide whistle, whip crack, and wood block. Other items needed are
a baby doll that says “Mama”, and a baseball and mitt. The references to the sound effects and toys are explained by the lyrics, 
printed on page 8.

If desired, available handbell ringers may play all percussion parts directly from the handbell score, plus operate the baby doll, and 
the baseball and mitt.

A percussion part is printed on pages 9-10.

Copyright © 2017 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Permission is granted to the original purchaser to duplicate as needed. 
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Allegro (q = c. 132-144)

Percussion

Benjamin R. Hanby, 1833-1867
arr. Cathy Moklebust (ASCAP)

Up On the Housetop

Sleigh Bells

5

10

14 15 20

Tenderly (h. = 44 or q = 132)
23 24 42 43 50

4

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

4

4

Baby Doll
Baseball and Mitt
Claves
Sleigh Bells
Slide Whistle
Whip Crack
Wood Block

mf

Slide Whistle

f

5

Claves

f
5

5
Slide Whistle

rit.
f

18

Baby Doll*

“Ma ma”

7

*In the absence of a doll that says “mama,” a player could just hold up any baby doll and say “mama” in a child’s voice.

18 7
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Deck the Halls

Old Welsh Air
GLORIA

arr. Valerie W. Stephenson

3, 4 or 5 octaves
Handbells used:  30, (39), (48)

3 octave choirs omit notes in ( );
4 octave choirs omit notes in [ ]; 
5 octave choirs play all notes.

Copyright © 2011 Choristers Guild.  All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction of all or any portion in any form is prohibited without permission of the publisher.

The CCLI license does not grant permission to photocopy this music.
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This work is all malleted except for two shakes by C7/8.  
 
X noteheads signify mallet clicks.   
 
A single X notehead on the center staff line signifies ringers click their own mallets 
together at chest height.  
 
A single X notehead on the top staff signifies ringers click their mallets together above 
their heads.   
 
Two X noteheads (on the 2nd and 4th staff lines) signify ringers cross-click mallets with 
their neighbors.  It is advisable for each ringer to hold their left mallet stationary, while 
using their right mallet to click their neighbor’s mallet. 
 
In all sections involving mallet clicks, everyone not malleting on bells should participate 
in the clicks. 

 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This work is all malleted except for two shakes by C7/8.  
 
X noteheads signify mallet clicks.   
 
A single X notehead on the center staff line signifies ringers click their own mallets 
together at chest height.  
 
A single X notehead on the top staff signifies ringers click their mallets together above 
their heads.   
 
Two X noteheads (on the 2nd and 4th staff lines) signify ringers cross-click mallets with 
their neighbors.  It is advisable for each ringer to hold their left mallet stationary, while 
using their right mallet to click their neighbor’s mallet. 
 
In all sections involving mallet clicks, everyone not malleting on bells should participate 
in the clicks. 
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Deck the Halls

Old Welsh Air
GLORIA

arr. Valerie W. Stephenson

3, 4 or 5 octaves
Handbells used:  30, (39), (48)

3 octave choirs omit notes in ( );
4 octave choirs omit notes in [ ]; 
5 octave choirs play all notes.
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X noteheads signify mallet clicks.
A single X notehead on the center staff line signifies ringers click their own mallets together at chest height. 
A single X notehead on the top staff line signifies ringers click their mallets together above their heads. 
The double X noteheads (on the 2nd and 4th staff lines) signify ringers cross-click mallets with their neighbors. It 
is advisable for each ringer to hold their left mallet stationary, while using their right mallet to click their neighbor’s 
mallet. 
In all sections involving mallet clicks, everyone not malleting on bells should participate in the clicks. 
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*Measures 15-18 and 36-38:  C7/8 should shake if possible or mallet roll at the discretion of the director. 
 C6 should mallet roll measures 15 and 36.
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