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IL EST NÉ is a joyful tune that children enjoying singing because of its dancelike

quality. The text of “He Is Born” reflects the spirited nature of the melody as it 

commands instruments to “play merrily!” and encourages all to “sing!” This is a 

jubilant musical celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

Trevor Manor’s setting of “He Is Born” incorporates flute, handbells, hand drum, and 

triangle to underscore the exuberance of the melody and the text. The setting is 

appropriately festive for a Service of Lessons and Carols or other celebratory 

service, and yet accessible enough for mid-level choristers to sing it well.  The vocal 

parts remain consistent while the instrumentation lends interest and vitality. By 

consistently harmonizing the melody in thirds, Manor provides an achievable 

challenge for children with limited part-singing experience.

If you are planning a musical Christmas service, consider including the children’s 

choir singing Trevor Manor’s setting of “He Is Born.” Participating in a grand, festive, 

formal service of Christmas music is a wonderful opportunity for children to 

experience the emotion of joyful worship.

Heather Potter

December 11, 2014
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He Is Born

To Gale Manor, the Youth Choir, and the Handchimes

of Alexandria Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Virginia

for the 2014 Christmas Candlelight Service,“Tidings of Comfort and Joy”

Traditional French carol

Joyfully (h = 72)

IL EST NÉ

Traditional French carol

arr. Trevor Manor
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*Cue-size notes in the piano part are to be played in the absence of a solo flute.

A set of reproducible parts for flute, hand drum, triangle, and 3 octave handbells is available, code

CGRP34.
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