A Christmas Introit and Processional describes a journey
— a journey from darkness to light
— a journey of people who, living in spiritual darkness, seek and find a great light.

The journey begins in a darkened sanctuary when randomly ringing D handbells are heard accom-
panying the choir and bell ringers processing until they surround the congregation. After coming to
astop, one voice begins singing O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, followed by Of the Father’s Love Begotten.
This cry for deliverance gradually spreads to each member of the choir.

Over the pleas and cries of the people a narrator is heard sharing the scriptural account of Jesus’
birth. As the narration continues, lights in the sanctuary are gradually raised and the refrain,
“Gloria” is heard overcoming the people’s cries and embracing them with light. At the conclusion of
the narration, the choirs and bells resume the procession to the front of the sanctuary, jubilantly
singing Angels We Have Heard on High. The journey reaches a joyous conclusion with the congregation
and organ joining the choir and handbells on Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful. The people who have walked
in darkness have found their light. They have traveled a journey from “Darkness to Light.”

Handbells

The use of handbells is flexible, depending upon the resources available. When random ringing is
used, itisintended that those pitches be rung in all available octaves. The same is true for the notated
bell parts during the sung carols; they may be doubled at the octave as desired.
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Bells used: 3,4 or 5 octaves
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A Christmas Introit and Processional
From Darkness to Light

Michael Jothen Michael Jothen
(Based on Isaiah 9:2b-6)

#1 The journey begins with the random ringing of D handbells.

As bell ringers and choir members (interspersed) process into an un-
lighted sanctuary, ringers and choir members position themselves standing
in the aisles, surrounding the congregation. The D handbells continue
their random ringing.

#2 Individual choirmembers begin at random entrances to sing (at theirown
individual tempos and volume levels) the melodies,O0 Come, O Come,
Emmanuel and Of the Father’s Love Begotten. Each singer continues to
sing and repeat these melodies, taking care to remain independent and
apart from other singers.
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Music incorporates hymn tunes Veni, Emmanuel (15th cent. French); Divinum Mysterium (13th cent. plainsong); Gloria (Traditional
French tune); and Adeste Fideles (attr. John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786)

Textincorporates hymns,“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (18thcentury German, tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt); “Of the Father's
Love Begotten” (Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413, tr. composite); “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Traditional
French, tr. Crown of Jesus, 1862); and “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” (attr. John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786)

Scripture text is from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952, 1971 by Division of Christian Education,
National Council of Churches, and is used by permission.

Copyright © 1991 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction in any portion or form prohibited without publisher's permission
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#3 Asthe random singing continues, a narrator begins to read the Christmas
story. Gradually the sanctuary lights begin to brighten (reaching full
illumination by rehearsal #9).

NARRATOR:

read expressively in a measured manner

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light,
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people rejoice when they divide the spoil.

#4 The narrator continues as randomly rung A handbells are added.
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For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult

and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.

After a slight pause, the narrator continues:

For unto us a child is born,

#5 The narrator continues as randomly rung G handbells are added.
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To us a Son is given;
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