Living the Word

When | first started working on ways to connect with children in worship, |
They did their best to sing along with the hymns and musical responses. Th

articipants. And that’s what Living the

Word: Bringing God’s Great Stor, ' is collection of 20 Bible stories
includes classic favorites as ems. Everything from active listening
games, to call and respon ects, to pantomime is used to engage young

eat meaning for us today. And while these interactive
vith young people, each was designed to be just as
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Living the Word

This Bible Story Experience

The Ten CommandmentsS.........cccoevvveeeieiiieiiieeieeeeeeinen.

Bread from Heaven ...........coooovivieiiiiiieeeeeee i)

David and Goliath .............eeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee a8 71 Samuel 17
David Dances Before the Ark ........cccocevvvvennn.... amuel 6:16-23
King Cyrus’ Heart ... O R e Ezra1:1-4
WOW ...t O e e S R e eerrneeeenaeeeennnnns Psalm 8
God Calls 1S@iah .......cevueeeiiieieiiieeeeeeimeeeeeeeeee e S e SR e Isaiah 6:1-8
Jonah ... I B e Jonah1-3
Mary, Joseph, and the Birth of . T Luke 2:1-7

The Angels and Shepherds . 4. SR ..o Luke 2:8-20
..................................................................... Isaiah 11:6-9
... Mark 2:1-12
.......................................................... Mark 10:13-16
................................................................. Mark 10:17-27
...................................................................... John 6:1-14
.................................................................... Matthew 21:1-11
......................................... Mark 14:22-26 and Luke 22:14-20
.................................................................. Luke 24:1-12
........................................................ Acts 2:43-47 and Acts 4:32-37
........................................................................................... Acts 16:11-15
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Based on Jonah 1+

This story has a lot of sounds and actions for us to do together.
Watch and listen. I'll guide us through each sound and action as it occurs in the story.

Once there was a man named Jonah, a prophet of the Lord who walke
telling people what God wanted them to do. (Walk in place.)

“Sail, sail, sail away - fa
| don’t want to go th

Jonah was still tired from all the running. e went below deck to take
anap. (Snore.)

While he was sleeping, a stor
percussion. Use v

and thunder sounds using body
ind and crashing waves.)

manded the fish, and it spat Jonah out onto dry land. (PRETEND to spit.)

Again God told Jonah to go to Ninevenh, to tell the people to change their ways. This time,
ah obeyed. (Walk in place.)

Bringing Go"s Great Story fo Life by Mark Burrows

The people of Nineveh changed their ways and God forgave them. (Say, “Amen!”)

Holy Conversation Starter
God gave Jonah a second chance to do the right thing and go to Nineveh. God also gave the Ninevites a
chance to change, and they did. When was a time someone gave you a second chance? How did it feel?
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The Lord’s Supper

We will have four opportunities to use American Sign Language to sign, “We r
Let’s learn how to sign these important words:

we — with pointer finger, draw this shape across the chest:

remember — touch forehead with one thumb, then bring the
the other hand

love — cross both fists over the chest

ad. He gave thanks, broke the bread, and
, Which is given for you. Do this in

I

ng Gr"s Great Story fo Life by Mark Burrows

ing.

Holy Conversation Starter
We have so many ways to remember love.
What song helps you remember love?
What Bible story helps you remember love?
What relationships help you remember love?

: Bri
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The Early Believers

Based on Acts 2:43-47: Acts 4:32-

Today’s Bible story takes place after Jesus went into heaven.

As | read in rhythm, you pat a steady beat. And after every four lines we’ll all
“Together. Together. We’ll be the church together.” (Practice once
Ready? Here we go!

The followers of Jesus

Took care of one another.

They treated those around them
Like a sister or a brother.
Together. Together. We’ll be the church together.

They sold all their possessions.
They had no need for “stuff.”

They shared with those in need
And found they always had enough.

They ate and prayed
To the Lord above.

ng Gr's Great Story fo Life by Mark Burrows

gether. Together. We’ll be the church together.

I

ing.

Bn

Holy Conversation Starter
Those early believers didn’t meet in big buildings with stained glass, or pipe organs, or screens, or guitars.
They were the church. They each did what they could to love and support one another and the
communities where they lived. When was a time you were away from the church building, but still felt
connected to others in your faith community?

Living the Word
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